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REVIEWS 


can be fairly clearly defined if it be approached in the proper 
spirit. Orthopedic surgery should embrace defects common to 
the body mechanisms upon which position, motion, and locomotion 
depend. Freely abridging the subject, and the inclusion of condi¬ 
tions which do not belong to the specialty, should be reckoned 
with as faults. Tubby’s work approaches to a gratifying 
degree the needs that have been keenly felt by the more advanced 
students in orthopedic surgery. It is too comprehensive for the 
academic student, it would confuse and encumber his first skeletal 
notions of the subject. Some of the cuts are crude and do not 
emphasize the topic discussed. Many of them are especially 
noteworthy. The two volumes of the work contain over 1000 
cuts, 400 of which are original. Due credit is given to the authors 
of borrowed cuts, as well as to authors of ideas as to treatment 
and technique. 

The logical and etiological arrangement of the subject matter 
has received very careful attention. The context is to the point, 
although there are a few instances where verboseness can be 
charged, yet clearness and finish do not suffer seriously. A vein 
of optimism is felt which adds encouragement but which carries 
a danger of imparting prejudice. 

In this work there is not an offensive evidence of the author at 
every turn, nor is there an undue prominence of his views. It 
brings together the research, experiments, and experience of the 
leading orthopedic surgeons of the world in a very gratifying 
fashion; it is rich in bibliography. There is generally a pleasing 
diversification of opinion and methods of practice. Pathology 
and pathological anatomy have received a creditable amount of 
attention. 

Conclusions are augmented by facts from the author’s and 
other men’s hands, varying results are given frequently, which 
favor unbiased opinions. 

The thought that there is a lack of predominating originality 
arises in one’s mind as he inspects the work, its creation, however, 
entailed an enormous amount of labor for the author and his 
collaborators. Too much credit cannot be given for the inde- 
fatiguable energy with which the author pursued his task in 
compiling this diversified and orderly work. W. J. M. 


Sexual Impotence. By Victor C. Yecki, M.D., Mt. Zion 
Hospital, San Francisco. Fourth edition. Pp. 394. Philadel¬ 
phia: W. B. Saunders Company, 1912. 

The fourth edition of this book is revised and enlarged. It is 
written in a clear and bold style, and is stamped with the author’s 
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individuality. Tlie chapters on anatomy, and especially physiology, 
are more complete than one usually finds in a work of this kind. 
In considering the etiology of impotence the author recognizes 
the difficulties of classifications upon scientific basis, and divides 
the various causes into seven groups for convenience of descrip¬ 
tion. One-half of the work is devoted to the various causes under 
no less than eightv-two headings. Masturbation, resulting in 
morbid pollutions and spermatorrhea, is regarded as the essential 
cause of impotence. The injurious effects of sexual excesses on 
the functional capacity of the sexual organs are considered more 
exaggerated than underestimated, and excessive continence may 
result in constitutional and sexual injury. Gonorrhea, its compli¬ 
cations and sequelce, conceded by many urologists to be of con¬ 
siderable importance in the etiology of impotence and allied sexual 
derangements, receives scant attention. In considering the treat¬ 
ment many drugs are discussed, and due attention paid to hydro¬ 
therapy, electrotherapy, organotherapy, mechanical devises, and 
general constitutional treatment. Local treatment is recommended 
when indicated, and a wise protest is entered against too severe 
urethral treatment. The book, as a whole, represents the author’s 
personal views, and from this standpoint is to be commended. 
There is little doubt, however, that he attributes to onanism an 
etiological importance which is unwarranted, and spermatorrhea 
so frequent in his experience is seldom encountered in the experi¬ 
ence of others. There is also no foundation for the belief that 
sexual continence is followed by a decadence in bodily health or 
virility. A. A. U. 


Fatigue and Efficiency. A Study in Industry. By Josephine 

Goldmark, Publication Secretary, National Consumer’s League. 

Pp. S93. New York: Charities Publication Committee, 1912. 

“Fatigue and efficiency” are representative of the new effort 
to inquire into the conditions of modern industry and to interpret 
them for the people at large in the light of physiological laws. 
The effects of overwork is the subject of a discussion at once 
practical and illuminating. In her effort to treat the question 
of fatigue from every possible point of view, Miss Goldmark has 
drawn her information from a dozen sources: the laboratory, the 
shop, the home life of the workers themselves. 

The book has two divisions: (I) A discussion of the whole 
subject of fatigue in its dual relation, its effect on the product 
and its effect on the workers. In this connection, the title of ths 
book perhaps implies that the author lays the greater emphasie 
on the economic result. As a matter of fact, she does prove con- 



